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style of all the more ambitious writing that has appeared in the Arabic language since his time. In the Timur of Ibn 'Arabshah, who wrote in the first half of the fifteenth century, we find the influence of Hariri as strong as it had been in his own age, and among his own people. Nor does it even now show any sign of extinction. Every man in the East who seeks the reputation of a scholar and a gentleman endeavours to understand the Assemblies. Among the few works of merit which men of Arab tongue have produced in recent times are the Assemblies of Nasif al Tazaji of Beyrout, which are here and there cited in my notes. This book is a perfect imitation of Hariri, whose diction and manner are reproduced with surprising skill. Nasif certainly has little of the poetical power of his great original, but in curious learning he almost equals him. As, perhaps, the chief living representative of the ancient culture this author deserves our notice. He is a native of the Lebanon, has never quitted his own country, knows no language but his own, and is said to contemn European knowledge as worthless. Though a Christian, he has devoted his life to a profound study of the language, history, literature, and grammar of the Arabs. Many years ago he published a letter to De Sacy on some minute faults which he discovered in that learned orientalist's Commentary on Hariri. He is the author of a treatise on grammar on the model of the Alfiyeh of Ibn Malik. It consists of more than a thousand verses of rejez muzdawij\ in which the whole system of the Arab grammarians is condensed with wonderful ability, and it is accompanied by a commentary written by himself. No more complete exposition of the subject has ever been brought into a